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vault in Cornish, New Hampshire, it will undoubtedly arouse a great
deal of literary interest. But as interesting as that outcome might be, the
question of whether Salinger’s craft benefited from his long-standing
and self-imposed exile is a striking one. One hopes he made a return to
the austerity and submerged tension of Nine Stories. As the book turns
fifty, it seems more than ever that this is where Salinger’s art and life
intersected best. Personal turmoil, spiritual hunger, and the sheer
prowess of Salinger’s literary craft, all combined to make this collec-
tion the best sort of Zen koan—one that’s pleasing and unforgettable in
its own right.





